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FUNERAL SERMON, &c. 


ECOR-XY; 55—57. 
O Death where is thy fimg? Q. Grave where is 


thy victory? The fling of Death is Sin, and 


the ſtrength of Sim is the Law. But thanks be 

to God, , groeth us the vicroyy through our 
Lord Jeſus Chiriſt. | - 
P® cauſe of Satan is always ſupported by 
miſrepreſentation. From the firſt falſe- 
hood uttered in the garden of Eden,* to the laſt 
he may have injected into our minds, it has 
been his invariable practice to deck ſin in falſe 
colours, and to place. oe in an unfavourable 
aſpect. n they NN 
n cheats 4 the 3 of 
8 ever ont ſhines more 3 more 
unto the perfect day, f ſupported by teſtimonies, 
and evidenced by effects, which its adverſaries 


Gen. iii. 4, 5. 4 Prov. iv. 18, 
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. 
can neither gainſay nor reſiſt. For though we 
may be deſcribed as melancholy perſons, con- 
fined by rigid rules, and ſerving a hard maſter, 
the better judgment of the carnal world will at 
times acknowledge, that. Wiſdom's ways are 
ways of pleaſantneſs ;* and though they live with 
Balak, they would die with Iſrael. 

This latter conſideration, frequently makes 
even he ſtout-hearted tremble. Depart they muſt. 
The ſentence of death, none can evade; the up- 
lifted dart, none can elude. However their 
principles may pretend to ſupport in health, at 
the laſt hour they fail. Infidelity can neither 
ſpeak a word to comfort, nor move a hand to 
help: if it has not ſtupified every ſenſe, all is 
doubt, anxiety, terror, and diſmay ;” without is ; 
darkneſs, and within is deſpair. | 
Far different is the departure of the righteous. 
| Mark the perfett man, and behold the upright, for 
the end of that man is peace. He who guided 
through life, conſoles and animates in their laſt 
conflict: nay, he at times cauſes their ſettled 
peace to ſwell into holy oy; they not only /ze, 

* Prov. i. 17. | 
+ See a recent and neighbouring inſtance, recorded in a 

maſterly tract by the Rev. Mr. Cooke, of Maidenhead, en- 
titled, Rea/on paying Homage to Revelation, or the Con- 
feſſion of a Deiſt at the Gates of Death.” Printed by 


| Burnham, Maidenhead, and Matthews, London, Price 15. 
T Pſalm xxxvu. 87, 


but 


(82) _ 
but they alſo ing the ſaluation of their God; they 
go hence, not merely as acquitted captives, but 
as triumphant conquerors : the Lord their God is 
with them, and the ſhout of a Ki ng is among fl 
them. * 

In this triumphant frame of mind the late 
Mr. Wotton ended his pilgrimage. He began 
here, and in a firange land that ſong, which now 
with unabating ardour, he chaunts before the 
throne : he may literally be ſaid to have died 
with the praiſes of God on his lips; for when his 
tongue was cleaving to the roof of his mouth, he 
ſang part of the 103d pſalm. The bruiſed reed 
is now exchanged for a golden harp; and he has 
laid aſide the helmet for a blood bought crown. 

Who is there in this numerous congregation, 
but is ready to exclaim, let me die the death of 
the righteous, and let my laſt end be like his S But 
in order to this, we muſt live the life we muſt 
fight under the ſame banner, and expire in the 
ſame cauſe. Let us then examane the principles 
by which believers are actuated, and which 


alone can authoriſe our adopting the language of 


the text; O Death, where is thy ſling? O Grave, 
where is thy victory? 

On the preſent ſolemnity, far from attempting 
an elaborate diſcuſſion of the paſſage before us, 


1 ſhall endeavour, under divine aſſiſtance, to ſim- 


Numb. xxüii, 21. + Numb. xxiii. 10. 
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(6) 
plify as much as pofſible, and comprehend ſome 
important particulars, under two leading and 
prominent ideas of the ſame character.—e. g. 
We have 

I. Death devouring. 
II. Death deftroyed. 
As we proceed, ſome circumſtances may be 
adduced reſpecting the deceaſed, in order to ex- 
emplity our 'remarks, and to improve the occa- 
ſion of our meeting together. God be merciſul 
wnto us and bleſs us! May he give the hearing 
car, the underſtanding mind, and the tender 
heart! | | 

I. Death frionring—aleathi in arms—death 
"DES e Under this diviſion of our ſubject, 
we are led to notice the enemy—his weapon—and 
his power : the enemy, is death; his weapon, 15 
the ſting of Ain; and his power, is the ftrengt/: 
of the law. 

1. The enemy. So he is termed in iter . | 
of God, The laft enemy that fhall be deſtroyed is 
Death. 

Death, ſimply confidered, is no more than a 
privative idea, fignitying a ceſſation of life; or, 
that what was once living, lives no more. But 
it has been the gencral, perhaps the univerſal, 
cuſtom of mankind, to perſonify it. Imagina- 
tion gives death a formidable appearance; arms 


it with a dart, a ſting, or a ſcythe; and repre- 
| fents 


C373 
fents it as an active, inexorable, and invincible 
reality. * Thus the ſacred ſcripture, accomo- 
dating itſelf to the language and apprehenſion of 
mortals, ſpeaks here of death under the idea of 
a perſon. 
« Death reigns,” ſays the oracle of 1 
« He reigns as a king. He enſlaves as a tyrant. 
lis empire is ancient, and his dominions are 
large: fo ancient his empire, as to be almoſt co- 
eval with human exiſtence ; ſo large his domi- 
nions, as to extend to all the poſterity of Adam, 
two individuals excepted. + All the paſt genera- 
tions of men have bowed to his ſcepter, and all 
that now ſurvive muſt ſoon feel the force of his 
hand. For it is appointed unto men once to dis. 
Death has paſſed upon all, for that all have 
finned.& What man is he that liveth, and ſhall not 
fee death 1 
This enemy has | ; Ul 
An auxiliary, the grave.— The grave is one 
of theſe things that are never ſatisfied. Her 
language is that of the Horſeleech's daughters, 
give, give. She deyours thouſands at a meal, but 
never ſays, © it is enough,” Death, with his 1 


*Nlan makes a death which nature never made, | 
And feels a thouſand deaths in fearing one: ai | 

: Von, Malt ZF. | 

t Enoch and Elijah. t Heb. ix. 27. 
J Rom. v.12. || Pſalm Ixxxix. 48. lf 
A 4 javelin i 


(8) 

javelin in his hand, ſtalks along our ſtreets ; or 
knocks with as little ceremony at the manſion of 
the great, as at the cottage of the poor ;* com- 
miſſioned from above, he levels the mortal blow, 
and the deſtined victim falls a prey to the vileſt 
inſects. Or, more agreeably' to the apoſtle's 
metaphor, Death, like the inſidious viper, faſtens 
his envenomed tooth in our vitals; like the ma- 
lignant ſcorpion, penetrates the heart with his 
impoiſoned ſting, and we ſicken, fade, and die.“ 
The grave receives us into her cloſe confinement, 
and pours upon us the utmoſt contempt, while 
ſhe ſits victorious on her mouldy throne ; and 
the very worm we tread upon, triumphs over the 
proud lord of the creation. 

How great is thy authority, O grave! And 
to what ſordid humiliating purpoſes doſt thou 
improve it ! Millions of our race haſt thou 
taken captive, whoſe bodies are yet detained in 
thy gloomy manſions; and millions more, muſt 
{ſhortly people thy dominions, and extend thy 
conqueſts. But though thy victories are mul- 
tiplied, they ſhall not be perpetual ; though thy 
power is great, it ſhall come to an end.” 

Such is the enemy—the great deftroyer—the 
king of terrors: ſce the figure mounted on luis 

*, Pallida Mors æquo pulſat pede pauperum Tabernas 


Regumque Turres. —— — Ho. 
+ Rev. A. Bocth on the Text. London, 1772. 


Hale 


es 


pale horſe; and obſerve, © the foe is in arms.” 


And what are they ? What are his weapons ? 
In a ſenſe, death has many weapons. There 

are weapons to deſtroy the body. As already 

intimated, he goes about ſeeking, not only whom, 


but alſo how he may devour. Sickneſs in various 


forms—accidents, ſo called, ſtrike the blow ; 
| the arrow 1s diſcharged, but the © inſatiate 
archer” is unſeen. The very food we eat but 
augments the principles of corruption, and*hur- 
ries us onward to the tomb.—But he has a wea- 
pon alſo for the ſou/. This is what we parti- 
cularly are to notice. a 

2. His weapon. This is the Hing of fin : em- 
phatically, the deſiroy;ng weapon in his hand;* and 
with which he ſtrikes a wound, which the ſpirit 
of a man cannot ſuſtain. He has one ſting, and 
that one is /ificient. If one fin be unpardoned 
when your eyes cloſe in death, they will awake 
in thoſe torments that will forbid their cloſing 
any more for ever. 

This, my brethren, is not a point of ſpecula- 
tion, but it is a perſonal, a home concern to us 
all. We muſt every one feel the ſtroke of death; 

but, ſhould any here preſent feel alſo the fing 
the formidable, incurable ſting of //x; good for 
fuch a one would it be, that he had never been 


Horu | | 
* Ezek. ix. 1. 
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A wiſe God, has implanted in the human 
mind a love to the body to which it is united; 
inſomuch that it is ſaid generally, that no mar 
ever hated his own fleſh,but nouriſheth and cheriſheth 
#.* A ſeparation of the ſoul and body is painful 
to the reflection; yet there have been ſome, who 
ſtupified with guilt, or given over to believe their 
own lie have ruſhed forward to the bar of God 
in the very act of diſobedience, and reeking in 
their own blood. Such perceive not the ſting, 
until it be felt; and the barbed dart is ſheathed, 
never more to be extracted. 

But the bulk of mankind, however they may 
diſſemble their fears, drown them by the noiſe. 
of company, or ſtifle them in the entertainments 
of ſenſe, have ſome apprehenſion of this weapon. 
« Death can ſting at a diſtance.” The thought 
of their approaching doom 7roubles them, their 
Joints are loofed, and their knees ſinite together, at 
the ſight of /e hand-writing that ſeals their ap- 
proaching doom. In this ſtate ſinners have 
cried out they have roared like a wild bull in the 
net. It is upon record, of one who vainly offered 

a thouſand pounds to his phyſicians, to prolong 
His life but a ſingle day. The relation is in print 
of another, Who, pointing to the fire in his 
chamber, ſaid, if he were to be only twenty 
thouſand years in ſuch a fire, he ſhould eſteem it 


# Eph. v. 29. _ + 2 Thel. ii. 12. 
A MCTCYs 
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a mercy, compared with what he felt, and with 
what he ſaw awaiting him.'* Such inſtances 
of the ſting of death, are, I apprehend, much 
more frequent than 1s generally imagined. They 
are as much as poſſible ſuppreſſed; if they tranſ- 
pire, the world attribute it to the height of their 
diſorder, and haſten to conſign the whole to 
oblivion. But, be not deceived. Death has a ing; 

and if it be not plucked out, it muſt take effect. 
The wages of fin 1s death. 

This ſting was taken away, in the caſe of the 
deceaſed. On enquiry as to his fear of death, 
he expreſſed no dread. From the commence- 
ment of his illneſs, he had good hope through grace; 


and had received it as worthy of his own accefi- 


tation that Chrift Jeſus came into the world to ſave 
fiuners. This work was not left to a dying bed, 
but in health he had obtained an intereſt in him, 
whom in ſickneſs he found both his ä and 
his friend. 

But whence doth death derive this power ? A 
dart hes harmleſs on the ground, until ſome hand 
takes it up and directs its courſe. What is it 
that nerves the arm of Death, and gives his arrow 
force? It is “ the law. This is, 


* See Rev. Mr. Newton on the Text. Meſſiah, vol. II. 


Ser. 44. See alſo an affecting account of the death of a 
young nobleman, in Foung's Centaur not fabulous. 
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3. His potoer.— The ſting of death is ſin, 
and the ftrength of fin is the law.” 

What is this law? When God made man he 
gave him a law or commandment. - The Lord 
God commanded the man, ſaying, of every tree of 
the garden thou mayeſt freely eat; but of the tree 
of - the knowledge of good and evil thou ſhalt not 
eat of it; for in the day that thou eaigſt thereof, 
thou ſhall furely die.* This law, our firſt parents 
violated ; they were dead in point of law, and 
became every moment liable to the puniſhment: 
as it is written, by one man fin entered into the 
world, and death by fin, and fo death paſſed upon 
all, for that all have * + The law 1 1s God's 
revealed ww1ll. 

The whole moral law of God, as written in 
the Bible, was originally engraven on man's 
heart. It was not only the duty, but it was alſo 
the inclination of Adam to love the Lord with all 
tus heart, with all his foul, with all his mind, and 
with all his ſtrength. . Had man continued in in- 
nocence, there had been no need of the delivery 
of the ten commandments, nor of any of the 
precepts in the word of God. They only became 
neceſſary in conſequence of the fall; to convince 
of ſin and to reſtrain from evil. It is the moſt 
fatal deluſion, to ſuppoſe that the law was given 
to bring us to heaven, by any obedience unto it. 


Gen. ii. 16, 17. +Rom.v. 12. Matt. xii. 30. 
| | The 


. 
The leading intention the great uſe of the law, 
is, as a ſchoolmaſter to bring us to Chriſt,* who is 
the end of the law for righteouſueſs unto every one 
that believeth F Now we know that what things 
 foever the law ſaith, it faith to them who are under 
the law ; that every mouth may be flopped, and all 
the world may become guilty before God. Therefore 
hy the deeds of the law there fhall no fleſh be jufti- 
fied in his fight, for by the law is the knowledge of 
Ain. . And again, that no man is juſtified by the 
law in the fight of God, is evident; for, the guff 
ſhall live by faith. And the lan is not of faith, 
but the man that doeth them ſhall live in them — 
*vherefore then ſerveth the law It was added be- 
cauſe of tranſgreſſions, uutil the ſeed ſhould come to 
whom the promiſe was made. 
This /aw gives ſtrength to ſin, and ſharpens 
the ſting of death, by authorizing the puniſhment 
inflicted on tranſgreſſors. The law of God binds 
over the tranſgreſſor to a future judgment, juſt 
as the laws of England bind over a thief, a trai- 
tor, a murderer, to execution. Does a bye-ſtander 
aſk, Why is the man brought to an ignomini- 
ous end?“ the anſwer is, the ſtrength of his ſin— 
that which makes it ſin in this country, is the Jaw 
of the land. Does a blind Pharifee enquire why, 
notwithſtanding his ing twice a Week, and giu- 


* Gal. ii. 16,17. +Rom. x. 4. f Rom. iii. 19, 20. 
9 Gal. Tre 1 1, 19. ; | Matt. XXIII 33. XR, 31, 32. 
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ing tythes of all he poſſefſes,* we venture to pro- 
nounce, that if he dies in his preſent ſtate he muſt 
be caſt into hell? The reply muſt be, that he is 
already a criminal convicted by the righteous 
law.of God: that, doing a preſent duty will not 
cancel a paſt crime; that all have violated the 
commands of heaven; and therefore all, without 
exception, Tome under the curſe, Which enters 
the moment that fin enters; which writes out 
the accuſation againſt us, which, if it be not nailed. 
fo the crofs,F will be produced in open court at the 
laſt tribunal, to give ſanction to our puniſhment, 
and ſtrength to our pain. 

This power, like the ſting of death, ſome never 
1 until it is too late. Inſtcad of finding its 
ſtrong bands ſhutting them up, and binding them 
faſt, they vainly imagine they can bind the law 
10 them; and with their new ropes can confine this 
Samſon. But when God by his Spirit convinces 
us of the nature and extent of his law, that it 
requires an obedience, ſpiritual, univerſal, and 
continual; that a commandment may be broken 
by the eye, and violated in the heart ;* and that 
he illat tranſgre{jes in one point is guilty of all; 
then, we find the Hrengili of fin in the /aw.y 
Then we ſee how exceeding broad and compre- 
henfive the commandment is; and then our deat 

+ * Luke xviti. | + Cal. ii. 14. 

4 Matt. vi. 21, 22, 27, 28. James ji. 10. 
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cars become unſtopped to hear the thundering | 
curſe from Mount Sinai, denouncing ie wrath of 
God againſt all unrighteouſueſs.* Then we find, 
that in point of ju/tification before God, all ſtand 
upon the ſame inglorious leyel, and that John, 
who lay in the boſom of his Lord, equally needs 
the atonement of Jeſus with Manafſeh, who filled 
the ſtreets of Jeruſalem with blood.F For there is no 
difference, fince all have finned aud come ſhort of the 
glory of God.. All are debtors, and have nothing 
to pay; all are criminals, and have nothing to 
plead ; Rall muſt therefore come like he ſervants 
of Benhadad, with ropes about their necks, pleading 
the rich mercy of the King of I/rael. 0 

Paul of Tarſus felt this. He once could fee no 
ſtrength in the law, touching its righteouſneſs he 
thought he had nothing to fear. I was ale 
without the law, once: but when the commandment 
came, fin revived, and I died. Every Chriſtian, 
more or leſs, experiences this. Something of 
the old leaven of ſelf-righteouſneſs cleaves to us 
all ; but the more we ſce of Jeſus, the leſs we ſhall 
| boaſt of ſelf. The ſun will extinguiſh the 
taper, and we ſhall henceforth come only to the 
brightneſs of its light, and the glory of its riſing. 

Though the deceaſed docs not appear to have 


* Pſalm cxix. 96. $ Rom. i. 18. 
+ Rom. iii. 22. 2. 1 Kings, 21. 
J Rom. vii. 9, 11. q Ila. Ix, 3. 
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been a ſelf-juſtifier, he was not entirely divorced 


from ſome prejudices on this ground, until he 
heard the goſpel. The fooliſhneſs of our preach- 
ing made him wiſe unto ſalvation.“ He could 
ſay, „vile and full of ſin J am,” and often with 


pleaſure has he repeated in my hearing, Nane 


but Jeſus can do helpleſs ſinners good.“ 


But it is time to proceed to another view of 
the ſame object, and . to behold death ſoftened 


into a privilege, by Him who has brought /ife 


and immortality to light.” 


II. Death diſarmed and deftroyed..—<* Thanks 


be to God who grveth us the vie through our 


Lord Je efus Chriſt.” 

In theſe words, we have a bleſſing conferred, 
victory. The anthor of it, God—the oblainer of 
it, our Lord Jeſs Chriſt—the perſons for whom it 
is wrought, us—and the duty of all ſuch, thanks. 
But as our time will not permit an enlargement, 
let us condenſe theſe particulars (if I may uſe 
the term) into the following propoſition, viz.— 
Believers obtain a victory through Jeſus Chrift their 
Lord. 

The term viclory, implies a previous conflict: 
A war in which every ſoul is engaged. On earth, 
if nations contend together, there are exceptions. 


Old age may excuſe; a place of dignity, or a 


ſacred office will exempt. A difference is alſo 


or. i, 2. | 
made 


v 
24 
nd 
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made between male and female: Sometimes, 
money will exonerate; at others, a ſubſtitute ean 
ſerve ; but ſuch evaſions do not here avail. There 
7s no diſcharge in this war; we muſt conquer, 
or die. 1 DEE 

The ſeat of this war, is more immediately, the 
breaſt of man, where every diſtrict is in ſubjection 


to 7he prince of the power of the air. the flrong 


man armed, who would teep his goods in peace. He 
lives, walks, rules, trium phs over every unrenewed 
ſoul.* And, (O the infatuation of men !) though 
he plants a dagger at their breaſt, and marks 


them for deſtruction, they fight his battles and 


ſupport his cauſe; they trample on the law of 
God, in order to obey the law of hell; they ruſt 
on the thick bofſes of the Almighty's buckler, and 
attempt to ſtrike Him with the fift of fin. 

But there are thoſe, who have left the traitor's 
cauſe, and come forth from the rebel camp, re- 
turning to their allegiance, and the Captain of 
their ſalvation. f Theſe have to war a good 
warfare. And though weak in themſelves, and 
their enemies mighty, they may do that, 
which in other ſoldiers would be preſumption; 
and has often been the cauſe of defeat: they 
may triumph; while in the heat of battle; and 
aſſure themſelves of victory, before the conflict is 


+ FecE viii. 8. 5 Heb. ii, 19. 
5 actually 


V 
Ay decided. For the Lord, their gent com- 
mander, fights for them, goes before them, and 
treads their enemies under his feet. The bat- 
Ile is not theirs, but the Lord's. He is their fir ength, 
and their Shield ; m this war his honor 1s con- 
cerned, and his faithfulneſs is pledged that 10 
weapon formed againſtf them ſhall proſper ; but, 
that they ſhall follow him from conflict to con- 
queſt, and from conquelt to glory. 

This victory is fourtold. 

1. It is a victory over An. lt is the happineſs 
of all who are intereſted in the goſpel covenant, 
that they are delivered out of the accurſed ſtate 
of thoſe who continue not in all things written in 
the book of the law to do them; f this has been 
called the very point of the ſting of death. Be- 
lievers have victory over the gilt the porwver— 
and the puniſhment of ſin.— They not only tri- 
umph over ſin, but they have, W victory 
over 

Satan. — lt was promiſed in the beginning, 
that the ſced of the woman ſhould bruiſe the ſer- 
pent's head. 9 The bleſſed conſequence of this 
victory is, that they who believe and receive the 
goſpel, are recovered out of his helliſh ſnares 1 
they are no longer Jed captive by Jum at his © 070 j 
* 2 Chron. xx. 15. + Ifa. liv. 17. 
＋ Gal. iii. 10. $ Gen. iii. 15, 


2 Tim. 1. 26. 
but 
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but are turned from darkneſs to light, and from the 
power of ſatan unto God®,, His fiery darts are 
hurled with a force that ould « wield theſe ele- 
ments; yet ſhall they be like that which poor 
old Priam s unſtrung arm threw at the murther- 
ing Pyrrlius they faintly ring againft our Shield 
of faith, but will fall harmleſs to the ground. 5 — 
They have victory, chirdly, aver: -. ia. 

Death. —Chriſt hath abol iſhed. death, i i. e. "ks has 
aboliſhed its tyranny, and enervated its ſtrength. 
Natural fears, may more or leſs remain; but all 
laviſh apprehenſions are removedF. This is a 
conqueſt, of which thouſands have no idea; for 
they have but one idea of death. They have a 
natural dread of diſſolution, but know very little 
of the cav/e of their terrgr : others, are ſaid to 
« go off as lambs,” who are now roaring like lions. 
Nothing but a conviction of fin, can give a true 
| dread of death. Then, it is not ſo much the 
ſight of the pale horſe, but the hell that follows 
after. This it is, that extorts the bitter cry to the 
impenetrable rocks, and the immoveable moun- 
tains ;—this gives the bitter foretaſte of the worn 
that never dies; and impreſſes the dxcadful ſenſa- 
tion, of a fire that never can be quenched; 

But death to a belicver, has, in effect, hp 
its nature. He can only hurt the body, he can- 


Acts xxvi. 18. + Heb. 11. A 
1 Iſa. lei. 24. Mark ix. 44. 48. | 
| 928832 8. dot 
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5 | not toueh the foul. He only puts a period to 
| thoſe purſuits, employments, and engagements, 
Which are ſuited to the body, but not to thoſe 
about which holy ſouls are occupied ; and with 
which they are delighted and improved. Hence, 


believers do not properly die, but they fall q cep 
in Jeſus. Jeſus died. Death when it ſtung him, 


fung uſe If to death. Like the enraged bee, he 
loſt his ſting; and all the harm he can do to 
God's Saints, 1 is, to put it abſolutely out of his 


own power ever to hurt them more. 


This was Mr. Wotton's experience. The als 


of his departure, he was perfectly reſigned ; but 


when the hour arrived, he could not only ſubmit 


to the ſtroke, but he could even welcome the 
meſſenger. * If this be dying,” faid he, © 1 
would not but die for ten thouſand worlds!” And 
then, (as already intimated) though in the laſt 
conflict, he not only ſelected, but with his 
tongue, faultering in death, himſelf ſet the tune 


to the 103d Pfalm,* amidſt his weeping friends, 


whom he found unable from grief to lead the 


melody. Here 1s victory at the laſt hour ; here 


is light in the dark valley! Bleſſed be God, that 


this ſong can be ſung before we depart. O death 


where js thy fling? C grave where is thy victory © 
Which leads me to add, that there is a further 


victory o rr 


Dr. Watts's verſion. My ſoul repcai his praiſe, &C. 


( 21.) 
athly. The Grave. Chriſt is our divine head. 
And ſo near is our relation to him, that we are 
ſaid to be members of his body; when, therefore, ' 
our divine head rejoiced and triumphed ; all the 
members rejoiced with him. By dying, he paid 
down the price of our redemption; and by his 
reſurrection, he ſhewed that infinite price was ac- 
cepted; we are entirely his; not only our im 
mortal ſouls that return to God who gave them; 
but alſo our vile bodies that fall to the ground. 
No violence can withold them from him; Wwhen- 
ecver he claims his right, death muſt reſtore them. 
| While, therefore, the bodies of his faithful fol- 
lowers continue in the grave, though they are ga- 
thered together in the pit, and are ſhut up in the 
priſon houſe, yet at his appointed time he will vit 
them. Their enemies may inſult over them, ſay- 
ing, © they are dead, they ſhall not live; they are 
deceaſed, they ſhall not riſe.” But notwithſtand- 
ing this vain preſumption, thus faith the Lord, 
|  « Thy dead men ſhall live, together with my dead 
. body ſhall they ariſe. Awake and ſing, ye that 
dwell in the duſt: for thy dew is as the dew of 
herbs, and the earth ſhall caſt out the dead. * 
Such, in brief, is the vidory aſſerted in the 
text. RBleſſed be God there is a deliverance to 
be expected by the miſerable ſinner; and to b? 
enjoyed by the real ſaint. 


rt” 
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In eyery particular you have heard, our dear 
departed brother in Chriſt would, I am ſure, 
were he permitted to leave the heavenly ſcat, con- 
firm all that has been ſaid. Methinks he would. 
ſay—*< Though you cannot expreſs /iungs unut- 
terable, nor explain the ſupport I had, yet ſpeak 
plainly to the people; aſſure them all you can, 
and you cannot ſay too much of the adorable 
Jeſus, that can and does help in a dying hour. — 
Warn the young, that they remember their Creator 
in the days of their youth;* intreat the aged, to be- 
hold their lengthened ſhadaw, to prize their ſet- 
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ting ſun, and inftead of killing vie, to endea- ww 
vour to redeem it. Comfort my family, by the 
aſſurance, that if they follow on to know the Lord 8 


and keep cloſe to him, they ſhall come here 
alſo. Inform my neighbours and acquaintance, 
that religion is no jeſting matter, that though 
* men hve fools,” death will cure them of their 
folly. Tell them that death has a ſting, and the 
grave a final victory over thouſands ; but it is 
here known no more. The Lamb which is in the 
midſt of the throne feeds us, he leads us to living L 
fountains of waters, and God himſelf wipes away 
all tears from our eyes for ever.\ 
My brethen, can any 1y{tcm ſhort of the goſ- 
pel of Jeſus, afford ſuch conſolation 7 Can proud 


7 MeL xi. 1. + Eph. v. 16. ie. 


8 Rev. vii, 17; | | 
pry | 


1 

philoſophy ſpeak thus? It may awe us to ſilence, 
but cannot ſooth us to repoſe; it cannot abate 
the ſenſe of our calamity, though it may make 
us aſhamed to complain. Can the deluded Dei/ 
offer us any thing in exchange for our hope ? 
when he pulls down the main column in the 
fabric of human felicity, what other ſupport 
does he bring? We have already al] that he can 
give; but we have, ſiper- added, that comfort to 
which he muſt be a perfect ſtranger “ a ſure 
and certain hope” beyond the grave; a hope 
that rejoiceth the heart ; that calms the breaſt of 

care, and gladdens the brow of ſorrow ; that 
ſmocthes the road of life, and gilds the vale of 
death.—HHold faſt then, that thou haft, let no man 
take thy crown.* | 


_ IMPROVEMENT, 


Inter. 1. The obligation we are under to return 
' thanks 19 God for this vickory. This is plainly 
aſſerted in the text. Thanks be to God.” 
This deliverance was planned in the divine mind, 
and is the produce of the divine mercy. Infinite 
witdom - concerted the ſcheme, and boundleſs 
goodneſs provided the means. Our deſtruction 
is of ourſelves, but 9 help is in the Lord alone.f 
Ever remember, in this fight, believers gain it 
not by their own ſeword, neither is it their ox Ogw 

* Rev. iii. 11. # + Hof. xill. 9. 
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In every particular you have heard, our dear 

departed brother in Chriſt would, I am ſure, 

were he permitted t to leave the heavenly ſcat, con- 

firm all that has been ſaid. Methinks he would 

ſay Though you cannot expreſs things unut> 
terable, nor explain the ſupport I had, yet ſpeak 

plainly to the people; aſſure them all you can, 

and you cannot ſay too much of the adorable 

Jeſus, that can and does help in a dying hour. — 

Warn the young, that they remember their Creator 

in the days of their youth;* intreat the aged, to be- 

hold their lengthened ſhadow, to prize their ſet- 

ting fun, and inſtead of killing 7ime, to ende 
vour to redeem it. Comfort my family, by the 
aſſurance, that if they follow on 10 know the Lord : 
and keep cloſe to him, they ſhall come here 
alſo. Inform my neighbours, and acquaintance, 

that religion is no bag matter, that though 

* men hve tools,” death will cure them of their 

ſolly. Tell them that death has a ſting, and the 

grave a final victory over thouſands ; but it is 

here known no more. The Lamb which is in the | 
midſt of the throne feeds us, he leads us to living ) 
fountains of waters, and God himſelf wipes away 
all tears from our eyes fer ever. 5 

My brethen, can any ſyſtem ſhort of the goſ- 

pel of Jeſus, afford ſuch conſolation ? Can proud 
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phulofo ;þhy ſpeak thus? It may awe us to gun 

but cannot ſooth us to repoſe; it cannot abate 
the ſenſe of our calamity, though it may make 
us aſhamed to complain. Can the deluded De 
offer us any thing in exchange for our hope? 
when he pulls down the main column in the 
fabric of human felicity, what other ſupport 
does he bring? We have already 4% that he can 
give; but we have, ſiper- added, that comfort to 
which he - muſt be a perfect ſtranger a ſure 
and certain hope” beyond the grave; a hope 
that rejoiceth the heart; that calms the breaſt of 
care, and gladdens the brow of ſorrow ; that 
1ſmocthes the road of life, and gilds the vale of 
death.—Hold ſaſi ihen, that thou haft, let no man 
take thy crown.* 


IMPROVEMENT. 


Infer. 1. The obligation we are under to return 
thanks i God for this victory. This is plainly 
aſſerted in the text. Thanks be to God.“ 
This deliverance was planned in the divine mind, 
and is the produce of the divine mercy. Infinite 
wildom - concerted the ſcheme, and boundleſs 
goodneſs provided the means. Our deſtruction 
is of ourſelres, but 9% help is in the Lord alone. f 
Ever remember, in this light, believers gain it 
not by their own ſword, neither is it their own bow 
* Rev. 1: Hy. 2 + Hof, xili. 9. | 
B 4 | that 
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that helps them.“ We are entirely indebted to 
the divine compaſſion and goodneſs . Man could 
not have ſaved himſelf, nor had he any deſire of 
ſo doing. Herein is love, not that we loved God, 
but that he loved ws If The fa ther Spar es mol his 
own Son, but freely gives him wp for us all.. The 
Son freely conſents and comes a willing victim; 
he takes our ins, and carries our ſorrows. He 
dies, that we may live; he endures the croſs, 
that we may enjoy the crown. 
This bleſſedneſs is all His work. The means 
are of the gracious appointment of Jehoy ah. 
In the eternal counſel of peace it was determined, 
and each of the three perſons in the ever bleſſed 
and glorious Trinity had their reſpective parts to 
fulfil. The ſovereignty and acceptance is fuſ- 


the work of redemption 


tained by 
is effected by the So, both united in one Jeho- 


vah ; and being —Chrift of 
God is made unto us wiſtom, rightrouſneſs, ſunctiſi— 
cation, and redemprion.y This then is Our meet, 
right, and bounden duty, to give continual 
thanks. God be praiſed for theſe proofs of the 
power of the goſpel in this place. And may 
there not only be a ſhaking , the dry bones here, 
but in very other place of worſhip where the 


* pfalm xliv. 3. + 1 John, iv. 10, 19. Þ Rom. viii. 32. 
y 1 Car. 1. 32. 1 


genuine 


6 * | 

genuine goſpel is preached, aa the earth be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the Water's cover the 
Joo 1g K 

. What a ble 72 thing it 1s, to flare in + 26 
1 We have conſidered death in arms, 
and death deſpoiled; death an enemy, and death 
a friend. Now can you bear a part in theſe vic- 
tories ? Has the law convinced you of SIN has 
Chriſt delivered you from the ftrength of the Law ? 
Then, even now, you are more than conquerors. 
O how happy ſhould you be ! How chearful 
and reſigned to the Almighty's will; how de- 
voted to the Redeemer's ſervice; how zealous 
in his righteous cauſe! What, though you have 
troubles and trials, they will ſoon be over; though 
like the deceaſed, you may have a ſickly body, 
and many things to diſtreſs your mind, remem- 
ber in the world to come, the inhabitants ſhall 
No more fay JI am fie; . All tears ſhall be wiped 
from their eyes, and all ſorrow removed from 
their hearts. 
3. How unhappy is the [tate of PT who have 10 
intereſt in theſe lest ugs What miſerable ſlaves 
are ſuch even here ; but what will they be here- 
after? May I not fear leſt I ſhould be ſpeaking 
to ſome, who ſo far from having reaſon to thank 
God for this victory, are faſt bound in the chain 


* Ha. A. 9. old xvi. 8. 
+ a. xxxiii. 21. | 
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of their fins, and who. ſtill draw in the yoke of 
inordinate deſire— Time is ſhortly ending, and 
then all your ſports will be over“. Die you muſt; 


riſe from the dead you will; not to everlaſting 


life, but to everlaſting ſhame and contempt. All, 
all ſhall come forth from their graves; but mark 
the awful diſtinction they that have done good, 
they who have this right of evidence + unto the 
reſurrection of life ; but they who have done cvil, 
unto the reſurrection of damnation f. O, with 
what horror and ſurprize will ſuch hear the 
ſound of the Archangel's trumpet, ſummoning 
them to the awful bar! How will you with for 
the mountains to fall upon you, and the hills to 
cover you? But, © every iſland, ſea and moun- 
tain, heaven and carth, ſhall flee away.” O ye 
ſons and daughters of diſſipation, Why waſte 


thoſe hours in folly and {in which will haunt 


you in ſickneſs, and diſpirit you in death ! Why 
ſay peace, peace, when God ſays there is no peace 
70 the wicked && Why ſay, that an amended lite, 
and a future moral conduct, will bring you to 
heaven, when he who has the keys of the king- 


dom declares, Except a man be born again he can- 
not fee it.] Why deceive yourſelves on theſe 


points? What think ye of everlaſting chains of 


X Nunquam 5 joca dabis. + Rev. xxii. 14. f John v. 28, 29. 
§Iſa. xlvüi. 22. John 11. 1, &c. 
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(0 
darkneſs for ever ? What think ye of being ſhut. 
up in the doleful priſon of hell, with murderers 
of ſoul and body? O that you were wife, that 
you would confider your latter end !* Let not 
the text read from the pulpit be no more thought 
of, until it be read over your lifeleſs corpſe. 
Now the Lord waits to be gracious. I have to 
proclaim liberty for the captive, and the opening of 
the priſon door to them that are bound F. Though 
your ius be as ſcarlet they ſhall be white as ſnow ; 
though red like crimſon they ſhall be as wool J. 
Who is there amongſt you that hears and obeys 
the invitation to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? For 
whom ſhall there be melody in 7he preſence of the 
Angels of God S8 5 

. 4. The little cauſe the g believer has to 
fear. Some may be ſaying, „I remember the 
time when I had no dread of death, and thought 
myſelf ſure of victory; but my evidences are 
dark, and fearfulneſs and trembling have taken 
hold of me. Let it be enquired whether you 
have ſuffered / to triumph? If this accurſed 
thing be in the camp, no wonder if you are trou- 
bled: or, perhaps, you are endeayouring to tri- 
amph in your own firength, and then, marvel 
not if you are left to feel your weakneſs. - But 
if ncither of theſe be the caſe, fear not O ye little 


* Deut. xxxii. 9.ñß 7 
1 Iſa. i, 18, § Luke xv. 10. 
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faith, for it is your Father's good pleaſure fo give 
you the kingdom*, and he will give it at his own 
time, and in his own way. Many a feeble ſoul. 
has entered the dark valley, crying, Lord help me, 
who has afterwards ſhouted victory through the 
blood of the Lamb ! We are not eſteemed on ac- 
count of any thing done by us, or wrought in us, 
but for the work done for us, when the Lord 
Jeſus Chrift bowed his head on the trec, and 
finiſhed the ſalvation of his people. 

One morning Mr. Wotton appeared much 
dejected; I found it aroſe from the well-meant, 
but miſtaken zeal of ſome one who had been 
turning his eye from the croſs, to look for a fan- 
cied meetneſs, holineſs, and aſſurance in himſelſ. 


Thank God, he was ſoon delivered from this de- 


luſion, and henceforth enabled to look only for 
juſtification to the atoning blood and imputed 
righteouſneſs of his incarnate God and Saviour. 

My dear hearers, ever thing elſe will fail you. 
Looking unto Jeſus} does every thing; looking 
from him, nothing. This alone will make us 
mourn on account of ſin, and abound in all good 
works. Thus looking, if we have the full aſſu- 
rance of faith, let us be thankful; if not, let us 
be content. | | 

Infer. 5. The conſideration of the text and 
ſuch like precious promiſes, together with fuch 


Luke xii. 32. + Heb. xii. 1. 
| triumphant 


Cl 
triumphant departures, afford comfort to thoſe 
who are deprived of their friends.—Sorrow we 
may, for even Jeſus wept ® over the grave of an- 
other, though he did not in the proſpect of his 

own; but Jet us not ſorrow as men who have no hope, 

for if we believe that Jeſus died and roſe again, even 

fo, them alſo which ſleep in Jeſus will he bring with 

1 him..... Wherefore comfort one another with theſe 

words 2 F True, it is difficult to part with thoſe 

with whom we have been long united; with 

whom we have taken ſweet counſel; and who 

have been partakers of our joys, and partners in 

our ſorrows: but while we are grieving for our 

loſs, let us not forget that it is their eternal gain ; 

they have outrid the ſtorm, and are entered into 

the bliſsful haven of repoſe, where lie wicked ceaſe 
from troubling and the weary are at reſt. 

Infer. 6. The neceſſity of following thoſe, 
who thus, through faith and patience inherit the 
Prom iſes. S To die the death, it has been ſaid, 
we muſt live the life of the righteous. And 
what is that? It is zhe life of faith upon the Son 
of God; receiving ever out of his fulneſs, even 

grace upon grace, {| grace to-day, grace to-mor- 

row, grace every day, until grace ends in glory. 

This was Mr. Wetton's plan. He deſired to 
John xi. 35. + 1 TheM. iv. 13, 14, 18. 


$ Job ili. 17. & Heb. vi. 12. | Gal. ii. 20. 
CF Kagy a xxgs, John i. 16. 
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work from life, though he could not work for 
life. As a. man his character was well known, 
and equally reſpected ; - as a trade eſman, he was a 
pattern of fair dealing, and his conſcience was 
remarkably tender; — but this is not all, he was 


a man of God. Athirſt for God, even for the 


living God, the habitation of his houſe, and the 


place where his honour dwelt, were his longing 


and abode. The inclemency of the tky never 
reſtrained his footſteps ; and from the bed of 
languiſhing he has often ariſen, and returned to 
lie down refreſhed. 8 

In his family, his face like Moſes une, 
whilſt he led their devotions, and offered up the 
daily ſacrifice of prayer and praiſe. Alone, pray- 
ing without ceaſing, he held faſt by the Angel 
and would not let him go until he bleſſed him. 
His requeſts were heard and anſwered. Fe ex- 
pired with this ſentence from his lips“ J love 
thee O Lord my God!“ | 

Thus hved refpected, and dicd - triumphant, 
this man of God, and who, hough dead yet 


fpraketh*. We call upon you to follow him fo far 


as he followed Chriſt. We exhort you, by every 
motive that can influence, to preis torward to 
the mark of the prize of your high calling in 
Chriſt Jetus. The ſame crown of glory is held 
out for the meaneſt; the ſame victory is pro- 


Heb. xi. 4. 
miſed 
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miſed to the weakeſt ſaint, See, ſee what Je eſus 
can do for us in a dying hour; he ſaves us from 
the fear of death, and delivers from the power of 
hell. When all the friends and intereſts, all 
the riches and honour under heaven, can neither 
ſpeak a word to comfort, nor move a hand to 
help, then ſhall the comforts of heaven defcend 
like a refreſhing dew or ſhower upon the parched 
ground. Heart and fleſh may fail, but God will 
be the ſtrength of our heart and our portion for 
ever. Thanks be to God for zheſe promiſes. 
Thanks be to God who' giveth us this vidtory. 
Bleſſed be God I Jeſus Cu "yy 7 


FINTS. 


T. Gillet, Printer, Saliſbury»Squaze, 
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